Upcoming Events & Announcements

Today, June 16 — pot luck lunch following the service.

LAMP Team from Outlook at Southend July 6 — 11. Please speak to Pastor if you
are interested in joining them.

Opportunities to Serve

Please consider helping out with counting the Sunday morning offering. Talk
to Meridee if you would like to help. A reminder that we have an auto-debit
option for giving offerings. Please speak to Pastor for more information.

A signup sheet for church cleaning is posted on the bulletin board near the
washrooms.

Prayer Thoughts for the Week

We remember those needing Your hand of healing, especially Brian Wagner,
George Doell, Don Klassen, Don Penner, Karen Dale, Emmett Regier, Evan
Greenwood, Ed Peters, Breanne, Dustin Gasmo, Pastor Ron Mohr, Pastor Rob
Grout, Doreen Heide, Judy Haichert, Vicky Vardi, Regina Marcoux, Larry
Neufeld, Adin Dereniwski, Joan Spaerman, Bill Hayes, Irene Besser, Linda
Doell, Charmaine Peters, Olinda Fehr, Terry Tamke, Ann Klassen, Dale Besser,
Nora Spaerman, Karen Decorby, and Ruby Dyck. Give them Your strength and
hope for every tomorrow.
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Welcome to Our Visitors

Welcome to St. John’s Lutheran Church!

We believe that it is our mission to bring the Word of God
to those who do not know Jesus as their Saviour, to build
the faith of those who do, and to share the love of God
with our community and the world. If you have any
concerns or suggestions, please speak with the Pastor or
Elder on duty. You are welcome to join us as often as you
would like in lifting our hearts and voices to the Lord in
praise, prayer, and song.

God’s blessings to you in Christ!

BRING THE WORD — BUILD
THE FAITH — SHARE THE LOVE §

Communion at St. John’s Lutheran

Everyone is invited to come forward for a blessing.

As a confirmed member in good standing of a Lutheran
Church -- Canada congregation you are welcome to
receive the Body and Blood of Christ from this altar.

If you are a visitor from another church body, we ask that
you meet with our Pastor or one of our Elders before

receiving the Sacrament here at St. John’s.

Any special prayer requests can be directed to the Usher
before service begins so Pastor can include them in the
Prayer of the Church.

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

First Reading Ezekiel 17:22-24

Thus says the Lord God: "I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of the cedar and will set it out. |
will break off from the topmost of its young twigs a tender one, and | myself will plant it on a high
and lofty mountain. On the mountain height of Israel will | plant it, that it may bear branches and
produce fruit and become a noble cedar. And under it will dwell every kind of bird; in the shade of its
branches birds of every sort will nest. And all the trees of the field shall know that | am the Lord; |
bring low the high tree, and make high the low tree, dry up the green tree, and make the dry tree
flourish. | am the Lord; | have spoken, and | will do it."

Epistle 2 Corinthians 5:1-10(11-17)

We know that if the tent, which is our earthly home, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our
heavenly dwelling, if indeed by putting it on we may not be found naked. For while we are still in this
tent, we groan, being burdened--not that we would be unclothed, but that we would be further
clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. He who has prepared us for this very
thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. So we are always of good courage. We
know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord, for we walk by faith, not by
sight. Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with
the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. For we must all
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he
has done in the body, whether good or evil. Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade
others. But what we are is known to God, and | hope it is known also to your conscience. We are
not commending ourselves to you again but giving you cause to boast about us, so that you may be
able to answer those who boast about outward appearance and not about what is in the heart. For if
we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. For the love of Christ
controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; and
he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake
died and was raised. From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though
we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. Therefore, if anyone
is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.

Holy Gospel Mark 4:26-34
[Jesus] said, "The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground. He sleeps and
rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how. The earth produces by
itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. But when the grain is ripe, at once
he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come." And he said, "With what can we compare the
kingdom of God, or what parable shall we use for it? It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when
sown on the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth, yet when it is sown it grows up and
becomes larger than all the garden plants and puts out large branches, so that the birds of the air
can make nests in its shade." With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were
able to hear it. He did not speak to them without a parable, but privately to his own disciples he
explained everything.




