Upcoming Events & Announcements

Sunday School 9:30 am Adult Bible Study 9:45 am

Sunday, December 17 — Sunday School Participating in the service. Potluck lunch
following the service.

Advent Midweek Services — Wednesday evenings at 7:30 pm December 13, 20
Our Advent theme, “The Tree of Jesse” highlights the ancestors of Jesus up to the birth
of Jesus. Follow our Facebook page for updates each day throughout December.

Youth Carolling Evening Saturday, December 16 schedule to be announced

Christmas Service Schedule:
Sunday Service December 24 at 11:00 am
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 7:00 pm
Christmas Morning Service with Communion at 10:00 am
Sunday, December 31 Service of Lessons and Carols at 11:00 am

A reminder that we have an auto-debit option for giving offerings. Please speak to Pastor
for more information.

Opportunities to Serve

Please consider helping out with counting the Sunday morning offering. Talk to
Meridee if you would like to help.

A signup sheet for church cleaning is posted on the bulletin board near the
washrooms.

Prayer Thoughts for the Week

We remember those needing Your hand of healing, especially Ed Peters, Breanne,
Dustin Gasmo, Pastor Ron Mohr, Pastor Rob Grout, Doreen Heide, Judy Haichert,
Vicky Vardi, Regina Marcoux, Larry Neufeld, Adin Dereniwski, Joan Spaerman, Linda
Peterson, Bill Hayes, Irene Besser, Linda Doell, Jim Patrick, Charmaine Peters,
Olinda Fehr, John Hebert, Terry Tamke, Hailey Christensen, Mike Stringer, Alex
Gudmundson, Ann Klassen, Dale Besser, Albert Kramer, Nora Spaerman, Michelle
Wenc, Karen Decorby, and Ruby Dyck. Give them Your strength and hope for every
tomorrow.
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Welcome to Our Visitors

Welcome to St. John’s Lutheran Church!

We believe that it is our mission to bring the Word of God
to those who do not know Jesus as their Saviour, to build
the faith of those who do, and to share the love of God
with our community and the world. If you have any
concerns or suggestions, please speak with the Pastor or
Elder on duty. You are welcome to join us as often as you
would like in lifting our hearts and voices to the Lord in
praise, prayer, and song.

God'’s blessings to you in Christ!

BRING THE WORD —BUILD ' |
THE FAITH — SHARE THE LOVE |,

Communion at St. John’s Lutheran

Everyone is invited to come forward for a blessing.
As a confirmed member in good standing of a Lutheran
Church -- Canada congregation you are welcome to
receive the Body and Blood of Christ from this altar.

If you are a visitor from another church body, we ask that
you meet with our Pastor or one of our Elders before
receiving the Sacrament here at St. John’s.

Any special prayer requests can be directed to the Usher
before service begins so Pastor can include them in the
Prayer of the Church.

Second Sunday in Advent

First Reading Isaiah 40:1-11

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her
that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the Lord's
hand double for all her sins. A voice cries: "In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every
mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places
a plain. And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the
mouth of the Lord has spoken." A voice says, "Cry!" And | said, "What shall | cry?" All flesh is
grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades
when the breath of the Lord blows on it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the
flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever. Get you up to a high mountain, O
Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good
news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, "Behold your God!" Behold, the Lord God
comes with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his reward is with him, and his
recompense before him. He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his
arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.

Epistle 2 Peter 3:8-14
But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years,
and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should
reach repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will
pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the
earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. Since all these things are thus to be
dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for
and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on
fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! But according to his
promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.
Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without
spot or blemish, and at peace.

Holy Gospel Mark 1:1-8
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in Isaiah the
prophet, "Behold, | send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way, the
voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight."
John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him
and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was
clothed with camel's hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild
honey. And he preached, saying, "After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of
whose sandals | am not worthy to stoop down and untie. | have baptized you with water, but
he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit."




