Upcoming Events & Announcements

Sunday, August 20 — Potluck lunch following the service.

Youth Group — Grades 6 and up join our youth group Facebook page at Friday Night Youth )
— Warman. Speak to Pastor for details. St . J O h n S

Confirmation will start again in September. It will be combined with youth night on h h h
Saturdays. If you have or know of children around the age of 12 to 14 who would be LUt eran C urC
interested in taking the two-year confirmation course, please let Pastor know.

Sunday School and Adult Bible Study will be starting up again in September. Watch for
more information.

A reminder that we have an auto-debit option for giving offerings. Please speak to Pastor for
more information.

Opportunities to Serve

We are looking for someone more permanent to help with counting offering on a regular
basis. Please speak to Meridee if you are interested. Training will be provided.
A signup sheet for church cleaning is posted on the bulletin board near the restrooms. Twelfth Sund ay after Pentecost

Sunday, August 20, 2023
Prayer Thoughts for the Week

Worship Service 11:00 am

We remember those needing Your hand of healing, especially Ed Peters, Edna Smith,
Breanne, Dustin Gasmo, Pastor Ron Mohr, Pastor Rob Grout, Doreen Heide, Judy
Haichert, Vicky Vardi, Regina Marcoux, Larry Neufeld, Adin Dereniwski, Joan
Spaerman, Linda Peterson, Bill Hayes, Irene Besser, Linda Doell, Jim Patrick,
Charmaine Peters, Olinda Fehr, John Hebert, Terry Tamke, Hailey Christensen, Mike
Stringer, Alex Gudmundson, Ann Klassen, Dale Besser, Albert Kramer, Nora
Spaerman, Michelle Wenc, Karen Decorby, and Ruby Dyck. Give them Your strength
and hope for every tomorrow.
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Welcome to Our Visitors

Welcome to St. John’s Lutheran Church!

We believe that it is our mission to bring the Word of God
to those who do not know Jesus as their Saviour, to build
the faith of those who do, and to share the love of God
with our community and the world. If you have any
concerns or suggestions, please speak with the Pastor or
Elder on duty. You are welcome to join us as often as you
would like in lifting our hearts and voices to the Lord in
praise, prayer, and song.

God’s blessings to you in Christ!

BRING THE WORD — BUILD =
THE FAITH — SHARE THE LOVE §,

Communion at St. John’s

Everyone is invited to come forward for a blessing.
As a confirmed member in good standing of a Lutheran
Church -- Canada congregation you are welcome to
receive the Body and Blood of Christ from this altar.

If you are a visitor from another church body, we ask that
you meet with our Pastor or one of our Elders before
receiving the Sacrament here at St. John’s.

Any special prayer requests can be directed to the Usher
before service begins so Pastor can include them in the
Prayer of the Church.

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

First Reading Isaiah 56:1, 6-8
Thus says the LORD: "Keep justice, and do righteousness, for soon my salvation will come, and
my deliverance be revealed. . . . "And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, to

minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, and to be his servants, everyone who keeps the
Sabbath and does not profane it, and holds fast my covenant— these | will bring to my holy
mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices
will be accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples." The
Lord GOD, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, declares, "I will gather yet others to him besides
those already gathered.”

Epistle Romans 11:1-2a, 13-15, 28-32
| ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! For | myself am an Israelite, a
descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected his people
whom he foreknew. ..  Now | am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as | am an apostle to
the Gentiles, | magnify my ministry in order somehow to make my fellow Jews jealous, and thus
save some of them. For if their rejection means the reconciliation of the world, what will their
acceptance mean but life from the dead?  As regards the gospel, they are enemies of God for
your sake. But as regards election, they are beloved for the sake of their forefathers. For the gifts
and the calling of God are irrevocable. For just as you were at one time disobedient to God but
now have received mercy because of their disobedience, so they too have now been disobedient
in order that by the mercy shown to you they also may now receive mercy. [32] For God has
consigned all to disobedience, that he may have mercy on all.

Holy Gospel Matthew 15:21-28
Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre and Sidon. And behold, a
Canaanite woman from that region came out and was crying, "Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of
David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon." But he did not answer her a word. And
his disciples came and begged him, saying, "Send her away, for she is crying out after us." He
answered, "l was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel." But she came and knelt
before him, saying, "Lord, help me." And he answered, "It is not right to take the children’s bread
and throw it to the dogs." She said, "Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from
their masters’ table." Then Jesus answered her, "O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you
as you desire." And her daughter was healed instantly.




