Upcoming Events & Announcements

Sunday School Sundays at 9:30 am

Adult Bible study — Isaiah Sunday at 9:45 am

Tea and Jam - Friday, February 10 at 7:00 pm. Please bring goodies for the lunch.
Pot luck lunch Sunday, February 19 following the service.

The Outreach Committee is looking for interest in helping with Vacation Bible School. VBS
would be in July and would run in the evenings. A signup sheet is on the bulletin board near
the restrooms.

Prayers for Carers would like 14 volunteers to pray for LELC staff members. Please speak
to Sheri or email at sherihaichert@yahoo.ca

A reminder that we have an auto-debit option for giving offerings. Please speak to Pastor for
more information.

Opportunities to Serve

If you are interested in helping with the sound system and Power Point, please speak to
Jason.

We are looking for someone more permanent to help with counting offering on a regular
basis. Please speak to Meridee if you are interested. Training will be provided.

A signup sheet for church cleaning is posted on the bulletin board near the restrooms.

Prayer Thoughts for the Week

We remember those needing Your hand of healing, especially for Pastor Ron Mohr,
Pastor Rob Grout, Doreen Heide, Judy Haichert, Vicky Vardi, Regina Marcoux, Larry
Neufeld, Adin Dereniwski, Joan Spaerman, Linda Peterson, Bill Hayes, Irene Besser,
Linda Doell, Jim Patrick, Charmaine Peters, Olinda Fehr, John Hebert, Terry Tamke,
Hailey Christensen, Mike Stringer, Alex Gudmundson, Ann Klassen, Dale Besser,
Albert Kramer, Nora Spaerman, Michelle Wenc, Karen Decorby, Ruby Dyck, and Bev
Wohlford. Give them Your strength and hope for every tomorrow.
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Welcome to Our Visitors

Welcome to St. John’s Lutheran Church!

We believe that it is our mission to bring the Word of God
to those who do not know Jesus as their Saviour, to build
the faith of those who do, and to share the love of God
with our community and the world. If you have any
concerns or suggestions, please speak with the Pastor or
Elder on duty. You are welcome to join us as often as you
would like in lifting our hearts and voices to the Lord in
praise, prayer, and song.

God’s blessings to you in Christ!
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Communion at St. John’s

Everyone is invited to come forward for a blessing.
As a confirmed member in good standing of a Lutheran
Church -- Canada congregation you are welcome to
receive the Body and Blood of Christ from this altar.

If you are a visitor from another church body, we ask that
you meet with our Pastor or one of our Elders before
receiving the Sacrament here at St. John’s.

Any special prayer requests can be directed to the Usher

before the service begins so Pastor can include them in the

Prayer of the Church.

Scripture for the Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany

First Reading Isaiah 58:3-9a

'‘Why have we fasted, and you see it not? Why have we humbled ourselves, and you take no knowledge
of it?' Behold, in the day of your fast you seek your own pleasure, and oppress all your workers. Behold,
you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to hit with a wicked fist. Fasting like yours this day will not make
your voice to be heard on high. Is such the fast that | choose, a day for a person to humble himself? Is it
to bow down his head like a reed, and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him? Will you call this a
fast, and a day acceptable to the LORD? "Is not this the fast that | choose: to loose the bonds of
wickedness, to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it
not to share your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the
naked, to cover him, and not to hide yourself from your own flesh? Then shall your light break forth like
the dawn, and your healing shall spring up speedily; your righteousness shall go before you; the glory of
the LORD shall be your rear guard. Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry, and he
will say, ‘Here | am.’

Epistle 1 Corinthians 2:1-12
And I, when | came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty
speech or wisdom. For | decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.
And | was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, and my speech and my message were
not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, that your faith might
not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom,
although it is not) a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away. But
we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. None
of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.
But, as it is written, "What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God
has prepared for those who love him"— these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the
Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. For who knows a person’s thoughts except the spirit
of that person, which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of
God. Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might
understand the things freely given us by God.

Holy Gospel Matthew 5:13-20
[Jesus said:] "You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be
restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet.
"You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it
under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine
before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.
"Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; | have not come to abolish them but
to fulfill them. For truly, | say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass
from the Law until all is accomplished. Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these
commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but
whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For | tell you,
unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom
of heaven.




